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Resources and guidance for using ICT effectively in mathematics lessons
Notes for using Claire’s Cubic Café

	Notes for using Data problem solving (Claire’s Cubic Café)
This activity is designed to encourage pupils to sort and collate information to present a solution to a real life problem. The activity needs to be undertaken in pairs or small groups. The level of interactivity with ICT can vary depending upon resources and time. In its original form, the pupils who helped to write the materials videoed themselves reading parts of the script – this could be recreated in classrooms using digital video cameras or digital sound recording.
· Introduce the task through any of the following methods:
· show the pupil video you have created;
· play the sound files you have created;
· pupils read aloud parts of the script;
· give pupils the script to read.
· play the prepared podcast

· The script is also available on prompt cards, which pupils can keep to help with the task.

· Display the spreadsheet for the activity, and encourage pupils to use their own version if they have a computer available or provide paper copies for drafts.

· Ensure that pupils are clear about the task – to provide a shift rota for the café that makes the best use of the staff, and meets the staffs’ wishes. Overtime is allowed for employees if necessary.
· Depending upon the level of engagement in the task the amount of time required will vary. The task takes adults at least one hour.
· There is no ‘correct’ solution, but pupils should be encouraged to ensure that they have maximised their solution with minimal overtime.
	Teaching Points

· Large groups should be avoided for this activity.
· The use of video and sound clips is under-used in mathematics but common in other subjects.
· This problem is ‘real’, stemming from a conversation between a café owner and a mathematics teacher!

· Pupils should be encouraged to explain their solution and their reasoning.
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