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Notes for scatter graph 

Teaching notes 
 

This activity is suitable as a display and class discussion activity. 

Each graph has variable degrees of correlation, which pupils are invited 
to state before seeing the solution.  

Open the Scatter graph spreadsheet. 

There are ten separate examples. 

For each one, pupils should be encouraged to suggest the type of 
correlation, and an estimate of where the mean might be. 

The line of best fit can also be added – pupils could be called to the IWB 
to draw on where they think it may be (and why). 

The large empty box under ‘relationship shown’ has a written 
explanation of the correlation. Pupils should be invited to write their own 
which can then be compared with the ‘answer’. 

Teachers can analyse closely what makes a good or poor explanation, 
highlighting appropriate use of language and key phrases. 

Clicking ‘change’ cycles through the ten examples. 

By the end of the lesson, pupils should have improved their written 
explanations as well as their understanding of different types of 
correlation. 

Teaching points 
 

 Small groups or pairs will allow 
‘local’ discussions. 

 This activity could be used to 
reinforce correlation or to teach it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 It is important to ‘teach’ these 
skills, rather than to assume they 
will grow organically. 
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