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Resources and guidance for using ICT effectively in mathematics lessons
Instruction sheet for probability spreadsheet

Probability spreadsheet
Instruction sheet for constructing the spreadsheet
If you wish to extend the activity or approach by writing similar spreadsheets, these instructions will guide you. They give instructions on how to create the probability spreadsheet. Applying the same principles would allow you to create other similar spreadsheets. 
First, I open a spreadsheet and change the cell and font size to something suitable. I also want to centre my text in each cell. In this example I am only changing some cells, not all, so I highlight the rows and columns to change.
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The change is effected by dragging the bottom highlighted row to the desired size.
I need to do the same to the columns…
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…only this time I am reducing them in size.

I can now create my table, highlighting the borders and centring the text.
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I now need to write a formula for the totals column. The total number of twos in the two row will be calculated by using ‘=SUM(1st cell:last cell)’. This can be replicated down for the numbers to 12 by dragging the bottom right corner of the cell down to row 12.
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The graph can be drawn using the chart wizard.

Highlight the ‘Sum of dice column’, hold down the shift key and highlight the ‘Totals’ column.
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In the ‘Insert’ menu, click on the chart wizard.
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Select ‘Column’ charts and click ‘next’.
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On the next screen, select the ‘Series’ tab
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And remove ‘Series1’. Click ‘next’.
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In Step 3 I usually uncheck the ‘Show Legend’ box, and you can choose to label axes and the chart.

Click ‘next’
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Keep the object in the sheet, click ‘Finish’.

The graph can now be picked up and moved to where you want it, and will display any results filled into the table.
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