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Resources and guidance for using ICT effectively in mathematics lessons
How to use the spreadsheet ‘Getting Closer’

How to use the spreadsheet ‘Getting Closer’
Open the spreadsheet, which looks like this:
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Click on the ‘Fit to screen’ button, which automatically adjusts the software to fit your screen size.

Choose a number to find the square root of, and type it into the yellow box at the top of the screen.

Type the estimate into the top input box and press ‘Return’.

The result will be calculated, along with an indication of whether the next estimate needs to be Higher or Lower.
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Click on the ‘Clear attempts’ to remove all of the estimates and reset the results column to zero.

Choosing the ‘Cube root’ tab at the bottom of the page allows pupils to explore cube roots in a similar fashion.
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