The National Strategies | Secondary

Resources and guidance for using ICT effectively in mathematics lessons
How to use ‘Trial and improve’ spreadsheet

How to use ‘Trial and improve’ spreadsheet
Open the spreadsheet, and click on the fit to screen button.

The equation at the top of the screen can be adjusted in the following ways:
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 The coefficients of x can be changed. The power that x is raised by can be changed, as can the value of the expression.

Suggested values of x can be typed into the yellow table for x, and the spreadsheet will calculate whether the solution is correct to within 3 decimal places.
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35 42|Try Again
3.6 44.64|Try Again
3.65 45.99|Try Again
3.61 44.9084|Try Again
3.62 45.1776|Try Again
3.615 45.0429|Try Again
3.6125 44.975625|Try Again
3.61275 44.98235025|Try Again
3.6134 44.99983824|Correct within 3 dp
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