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Resources and guidance for using ICT effectively in mathematics lessons
Instruction sheet for ‘Playing with sequences’

Playing with sequences
Instruction Sheet for using the spreadsheets
Both of these spreadsheet activities rely on the ability to hide and reveal and change variables quickly in spreadsheets.
First, open the ‘Think of a number spreadsheet’ on the resources page. You will have to ‘enable macros’ if you have the option, or if the program is blocked you will need to change your security settings to allow it to run. 

Go to the ‘Tools’ menu, select ‘Options, then the ‘Security’ tab.

Select ‘Macro Security’ and change the setting to ‘Medium’.

Close the program and re-open. You will be given the option to ‘enable macros’.

In schools you should check with the ICT technician first.

If the spreadsheet does not fit the screen, click on the ‘Fit to screen’ button. 
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In the ‘Think of a number puzzle’ the variables are controlled by sliders. 
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In this example the ‘Show’ buttons have all been clicked.
‘Show proof’ displays the algebra associated on the right hand side

[image: image3.png]5

11| svow | oo

55| swow |

25| sov |

O snow | o0

O] srov | oo
show proot | Reset

X+ 6
S5x + 30




Each step is revealed by pressing the ‘next step’ button.

In example 2 (sequence from 2 numbers) there are many hide and reveal buttons, which are there to enable pupils to predict outcomes
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All of the 10th and nth terms can be hidden or shown using the ‘Hide all’ or ‘Show all’ buttons. ‘p’ and ‘q’ can also be hidden.
© Crown copyright 2008

